
WI DHFS/BLTS CLTS FS Instructions 6/1/06, Page 53 of 91 
 

 

6.14 Communication 
 

Hearing Impairments 
Many of the questions in this category are related to auditory/verbal communication. If a child has a 
known hearing impairment some interpretation will be required to answer the questions correctly. Please 
consider the child’s primary method of communication. If they communicate through sign language due to 
a hearing impairment, then complete the questions with that understanding. For example, for a child who 
is deaf, when asked “Does not use more than 10 meaningful words or word approximations,” the screener 
would inquire if they can sign 10 words. That would not be the case for example for a child with Down 
syndrome who has a speech delay and is enhancing their communication with sign language. For that 
child, their primary method of communication is still verbal. 
 
Non-Verbal / Use of Communication Devices 
Many of the questions in this category are related to auditory/verbal communication. If a child has a 
known significant language disorder that has resulted in the use of an alternative communication system, 
some interpretation will be required to answer the questions correctly. Please consider the child’s primary 
method of communication. If they communicate using a communication devise, then complete the 
questions with that understanding. For example, for a child who is non-verbal and uses a Dynamite to 
express themselves, when asked “Does not join familiar words into phrases (e.g., “me drink,” “red 
truck”),” the screener would inquire if they are combining words on their Dynamite. Also check “Uses 
adaptive equipment to communicate” if the child is 4 years old or older. 
 
Emerging Skills 
The CLTS FS is trying to capture mastered skills. If a skill listed has been mastered then check 
accordingly. If the skill is starting to emerge and parents/caregivers can report that they have witnessed the 
skill but only a few times, do not consider the skill mastered. This is especially evident in Communication 
and Learning. 
 
Assessment of 35% delay or two standard deviations 
The following is a list of tools that are norm referenced for receptive and expressive language.  
Select the correct tool from the pull down menu on the CLTS FS.  The screener may also select “Other” 
and write in the name of the tool used for this assessment.  Be certain that the tool used is norm referenced 
for receptive and expressive language.  Indicate the date (MM/YYYY) that the assessment was completed. 
 
[ ] indicates child’s age at which this tool can be used and considered accurate.  Any numbers written with 
decimal points indicates the age in years.months. 
 
Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals - Preschool (CELF-P) [3 – 6.11] 
Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals - Fourth Edition (CELF-4) [5 – 21] 
Comprehensive Assessment of Spoken Language (CASL) [3 – 21] 
Comprehensive Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test - Second Ed. (CREVT-2) [4 – 89] 
Early Language Milestone Scale, 2nd Edition only (ELMS) [Birth – 36 months] 
Expressive One-Word Picture Vocabulary Test - 2000 Edition (EOWPVT) [2 – 18.11] with the   
   Receptive One-Word Picture Vocabulary Test - Second Edition (ROWPVT-2) [2 – 18] 
Fullerton Language Test for Adolescents - Second Edition (FLTA) [11 – 18] 
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MacArthur Communicative Developmental Inventories (CDIs) [8 – 30 months] 
Miller Assessment for Preschoolers (MAP) [2.9 - 5.8] 
Oral and Written Language Scales (OWLS) [3 – 21] – Only use Listening Comprehension Scale and  
           Oral Expression Scale results 
Preschool Language Scale - Fourth Edition only (PLS-4) [Birth – 6]  
Reynell Developmental Language Scales [1 – 6.11] 
Sequenced Inventory for Communication Development- Revised (SICD) [4 months – 4] 
Test of Adolescent and Adult Language - Third Edition (TOAL-3) [12 – 24] 
Test of Early Language Development - Third Edition (TELD-3) [2 – 7.11] 
Test of Language Competence - Expanded Edition (TLC-E) [5 – 18.11] 
Test of Language Development - Primary: Third Edition (TOLD-P:3) [4 – 8.11] 
Test of Language Development - Intermediate: Third Edition (TOLD-I:3) [8 – 12] 
Other - If you use another tool, be certain it is norm-referenced and measures both expressive and 
receptive language development. 
 
The following are commonly used assessments that DO NOT qualify as norm-referenced tools of 
Expressive and Receptive Communication: 
 
Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals - Third Edition (CELF-3) [6 – 11] Designed to identify 
those who lack the basic foundations of content and form that characterize mature language use. 
Communication Abilities Diagnostic Test (CADeT) [3 – 9] Measures three critical dimensions of 
language development: syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.  
Language Processing Test - Revised (LPT-R) [5 – 11.11] Assesses a student's abilities to attach meaning 
to auditory stimuli.  
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test – Third Edition (PPVT-3) [2.6 – 90+] Measure of receptive vocabulary 
for standard English, and a screening test of verbal ability. 
Test of Auditory Comprehension of Language - Third Edition (TACL-3) [3 – 9.11] Measure of receptive 
language only. 
Test of Auditory Perceptual Skills – Revised (TAPS-R) [4 – 13] Measure of receptive language only. 
Test of Pragmatic Language (TOPL) [5 – 13] Provides formal assessment of difficulties in pragmatic 
language in individuals with learning disabilities, language delays/disorders, reading impairments, or 
aphasia.  
Test of Word Finding - Second Edition (TWF-2) [4 – 12.11] Tool for the assessment of children's word 
finding skills.  
Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales [Birth – 18] A measurement of personal and social skills not 
communication or learning. 
 
When to consider the assessment results as valid? 
The only assessments that should be considered when answering this question are assessments in which 
the evaluator is confident in the accuracy of the test results.  There are many circumstances in which the 
test results are not accurate or are not useable.  For example: 

• If the results are listed with qualifiers such as “child was unable to focus on the tasks of the tests” 
or “child’s behaviors’ interfered with accurate test results” or any other indication that the results 
may not be a true reflection of the child’s abilities.   

• If the child was considered “un-testable” do not assume that they would meet a 35% delay or 2 
standard deviations below the mean.   

 
 COMMUNICATION 



WI DHFS/BLTS CLTS FS Instructions 6/1/06, Page 55 of 91 
 

• If the child being tested was of a different age than the range that is measured by a particular tool, 
do not consider those results to be an accurate reflection of the child’s abilities.   

• If the test results you have do not list the results in percentages or by standard deviations, do not 
try to estimate whether or not they would fall into the required range of delay. 

• The test is not a “norm referenced” tool. Whether or not a test is norm referenced can often be 
checked by learning more about the particular test on the internet or by asking the professional 
who completed the evaluation. 

 
Screeners do not always have documentation to substantiate this item. Even when a child’s delays are 
obviously significant, they are not usually documented in these precise terms. This item is available for 
those situations when the screener sees documentation in these terms. Do not worry if the screener cannot 
check this item. It is essentially superfluous to all the other IADL descriptions of a child’s functioning. 
Make special note of the number of months associated with each question (it varies based on the age of the 
child). 
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 Indicates that the item on the functional screen should be checked. 
 Indicates that the item on the functional screen should NOT be 

checked. 

           

Assessment or evaluation within the last 3 months indicates greater 
than 25% delay or 1.5 Standard Deviations (SD) below the mean on a 
norm referenced tool in receptive and expressive language.  
See note above regarding specific assessment tools that are accepted for 
this question. 
 

           

Assessment or evaluation within the last 6 months indicates that child 
has greater than a 35% delay or 2 Standard Deviations (SD) below 
the mean on a norm referenced tool in receptive and expressive 
language.  
See note above regarding specific assessment tools that are accepted for 
this question. 

           

Assessment or evaluation within the last year indicates that child has 
greater than a 35% delay or 2 Standard Deviations (SD) below the 
mean on a norm referenced tool in receptive and expressive language.
See note above regarding specific assessment tools that are accepted for 
this question.  

           

Assessment or evaluation within the last three (3) years indicates 
greater than 35% delay or 2 Standard Deviations (SD) below the 
mean on norm referenced tool in receptive and expressive language.  
See note above regarding specific assessment tools that are accepted for 
this question. 

           
Does not make any vocal sounds (includes crying).  

 Cannot cry out for help (e.g., a child with a tracheostomy).  
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 Indicates that the item on the functional screen should be checked. 
 Indicates that the item on the functional screen should NOT be 

checked. 

           

Does not respond when spoken to.  
 Does not turn head in the direction of the speaker. 
 Does not engage any level of eye contact when spoken to. 

           

Does not express needs through vocal, visual, or gesture exchange.  
 Does not convey needs to parent/caregiver. 
 Expresses needs in only one way (e.g., gesture but not vocal or visual).

           

Does not respond to own name. 
Name may be spoken or signed. 

 Does not react (e.g., turn head, engage eye contact) to their own name. 

           

Does not respond to simple requests (e.g., no, stop, all done).  
 Does not seem to notice that someone has said (signed) something to 

them. 
 Understands the request but does not comply. 

           

Does not use more than 10 meaningful words or word 
approximations.  

 Only says words when repeating what other’s say. Does not use 
spontaneous speech. 

 People familiar with the child understands the word approximations.  
 Is not understood by strangers.  
 Uses word approximations such as “bah” for “bottle.” 

           

Does not join familiar words into phrases (e.g., “me drink,” “red 
truck”).  

 Uses only phrases that have no meaning to the people familiar to the 
child. For example, “bottle truck,” “baa quack.” 

 Uses primarily single words to communicate although 
parents/caregivers have heard a few two-word phrases emerging. 

           

Does not follow a series of two simple related instructions.  
 Follows through with one instruction and cannot retain second 

instruction. 
 Child is asked to “go to your room and bring back your bunny” and 

gets to their room and does not come back with their bunny. 
 Does not follow any instructions. 

           

Uses adaptive equipment to communicate.  
This means that the child uses adaptive equipment to communicate more 
than one-third of the time (i.e., the child uses adaptive equipment as their 
primary form of communication). 

 Uses PEC cards, computerized communication system or any other 
devices if they are used to compensate for the child’s speech impairment.  

 The parents/caregivers prefer another method, are hesitant to use, or 
cannot afford adaptive equipment.  

 Communicates using sign language. 
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 Indicates that the item on the functional screen should be checked. 
 Indicates that the item on the functional screen should NOT be 

checked. 

           

Does not use at least 50 words.  
 Uses 50 or more words but can only be understood by people familiar 

with the child. 
           Does not use “my” or “mine” to indicate possession.  
           

Does not know at least 3 prepositions (e.g., in, on, under).  
 Uses at least 3 prepositions but not the ones listed in the example.  

           

Does not combine 3 or more words into a meaningful sentence.  
 Uses primarily single words to communicate although 

parents/caregivers have heard three word phrases emerging. 
 Can only be understood by familiar people.  

           

Does not answer “what” or “where” questions.  
 Answers simple questions like “Where is your nose?” or “What is 

that?”  
 Answers either “what” questions or “where” questions but not both. 

           

Does not follow a series of 3 unrelated instructions.  
 Cannot follow 3 unrelated instructions such as, “Turn off the TV, put 

your books away and make yourself a snack” even if s/he is able to follow 
a series of 3 related instructions such as, “Collect the garbage from 
upstairs, tie the bags tight and put them on the curb.” 

 Able to follow non-sequential instructions such as, “Don’t forget your 
lunch, go to Johnny’s house after school and remember we are going to 
the YMCA tonight.” 

           

Is not understood by strangers.  
 Able to communicate messages to others even though some words may 

be unclear. 
 Child is fluent in ASL or signed English.  

           

Does not engage in reciprocal conversation.  
 Only responds to questions when asked. 
 Only uses echolalia type speech (i.e., only mimics what others say). 
 Only uses rote answers to specific questions. 
 Does not initiate or respond to dialog with another person at an age 

appropriate level. 
 Communication is responsive to other individuals’ comments. 

           

Does not understand the meaning of at least 10 written words.  
 Does not understand at least 10 words often seen in community settings 

such as no, on/off, stop, boys, girls, exit. 
           

Is two or more grade levels behind in reading or writing.  
 Parent report only, no documentation. 

           
Is three or more grade levels behind in reading or writing.  

 Parent report only, no documentation. 
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